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Introduction 

· Opening Verse: Romans 8:10: And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
· Psalm 111:2: “The works of the Lord are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them.”
· There are many aspects of God’s words that are hard to understand by us mere mortals: Romans 11:33-36:
· 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

· 34 For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?

· 35 Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?

· 36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

· One of those subjects that people have difficulty with is the sacrificial system, defined primarily at the time of Moses, but has a history that goes all the way back to the start of human existence.
· Sacrifices are a form of offering we give to the true God.

· Also used by people to appease the false gods.
· There were offerings of jewels, cloth and other things, but animal sacrifices were made for specific purposes.

· Christians tend to avoid subjects such as animal sacrifices because they find it a little disturbing.

· It’s not part of our culture to kill animals, unless you’re a farmer, a veterinarian or a meat processor.

· After all, what did a sweet little innocent lamb deserve to have its life cut short?
· The ultimate answer is that, as mankind, we continually separate us from the standards of life that God expects from us.

· Let’s examine the subject of sacrificing; All scripture provides useful information: II Timothy 3:16-17:
· 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

· 17 that the man of God may be complete; thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Pre-Mosaic Sacrificing
· Cain & Abel offered sacrifices to God: Genesis 4:1-5:

· 1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the LORD.”
· 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

· 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD.

· 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering,

· 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

· Noah after leaving the Ark: Genesis 8:15-20:

· 15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying,

· 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you.

· 17 Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”

· 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.

· 19 Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.

· 20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

· Abraham was told to sacrifice Isaac: Genesis 22:1-2, 7-8, 10-14:

· 1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”

· 2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

· 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

· 8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.

· 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

· 11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.”

· 12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

· 13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.

· 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided.”
· Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, understood the supremacy of God with sacrifices: Exodus 18:8-12:

· 8 And Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, all the hardship that had come upon them on the way, and how the LORD had delivered them.

· 9 Then Jethro rejoiced for all the good which the LORD had done for Israel, whom He had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians.

· 10 And Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and who has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians.

· 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all the gods; for in the very thing in which they behaved proudly, He was above them.”

· 12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took a burnt offering and other sacrifices to offer to God. And Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before God.
Rules of Sacrifices

· God specifies how the altar is to be made: Exodus 20:24-26:

· 24 An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record My name I will come to you, and I will bless you.

· 25 And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it.

· 26 Nor shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be exposed on it.
· The priests must be clean before making sacrificial offerings: Exodus 30:17-21:

· 17 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

· 18 “You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it,

· 19 for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it.

· 20 When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water, lest they die.

· 21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a statute forever to them-to him and his descendants throughout their generations.”
· Sacrifices are not to be made to the false gods: Exodus 22:20:

· 20 He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed.
· In general, sacrificial offerings were to be made with unleavened bread, except peace offerings:
· Exodus 23:18:

· 18 You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor shall the fat of My sacrifice remain until morning.
· Leviticus 7:13:
· 13 Besides the cakes, as his offering he shall offer leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offering.
Burnt Offering

· Look at the consecration of Aaron and his sons: Exodus 29:1-9:
· 1 And this is what you shall do to them to hallow them for ministering to Me as priests: Take one young bull and two rams without blemish,

· 2 and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil (you shall make them of wheat flour).

· 3 You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, with the bull and the two rams.

· 4 And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall wash them with water.

· 5 Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the intricately woven band of the ephod.

· 6 You shall put the turban on his head, and put the holy crown on the turban.

· 7 And you shall take the anointing oil, pour it on his head, and anoint him.

· 8 Then you shall bring his sons and put tunics on them.

· 9 And you shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats on them. The priesthood shall be theirs for a perpetual statute. So you shall consecrate Aaron and his sons.

· Continues on to discuss a number of sacrifices. Note that bulls and rams were involved.

· Other animals and birds can also be involved in offerings: Leviticus 5:7-9:
· 7 If he is not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD, for his trespass which he has committed, two turtledoves or two young pigeons: one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering.

· 8 And he shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin offering first, and wring off its head from its neck, but shall not divide it completely.

· 9 Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, and the rest of the blood shall be drained out at the base of the altar. It is a sin offering.
· Rules for the Burnt Offering. It is wholly consumed: Leviticus 6:8-13:

· 8 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

· 9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the burnt offering: The burnt offering shall be on the hearth upon the altar all night until morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

· 10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen trousers he shall put on his body, and take up the ashes of the burnt offering which the fire has consumed on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar.

· 11 Then he shall take off his garments, put on other garments, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place.

· 12 And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be put out. And the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order on it; and he shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings.

· 13 A fire shall always be burning on the altar; it shall never go out.’”
· Many offering types were accepted:
· Leviticus 1:2-3, 10, 14-15:

· 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: “When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of the livestock-of the herd and of the flock.

· 3 If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD.”

· 10 If his offering is of the flocks-of the sheep or of the goats-as a burnt sacrifice, he shall bring a male without blemish.

· 14 And if the burnt sacrifice of his offering to the LORD is of birds, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves or young pigeons.

· 15 The priest shall bring it to the altar, wring off its head, and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be drained out at the side of the altar.
· Leviticus 2:1-2:
· 1 When anyone offers a grain offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. And he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it.

· 2 He shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests, one of whom shall take from it his handful of fine flour and oil with all the frankincense. And the priest shall burn it as a memorial on the altar, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.
Sin Offering
· Rules of the Sin Offering: Leviticus 6:25-30:
· 25 Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, “This is the law of the sin offering: In the place where the burnt offering is killed, the sin offering shall be killed before the LORD. It is most holy.

· 26 The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of meeting.

· 27 Everyone who touches its flesh must be holy. And when its blood is sprinkled on any garment, you shall wash that on which it was sprinkled, in a holy place.

· 28 But the earthen vessel in which it is boiled shall be broken. And if it is boiled in a bronze pot, it shall be both scoured and rinsed in water.

· 29 All the males among the priests may eat it. It is most holy.

· 30 But no sin offering from which any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of meeting, to make atonement in the holy place, shall be eaten. It shall be burned in the fire."
· Part of the Sin Offering was to be eaten.

· Used on Day of Atonement for the sins of the people: Exodus 30:10:

· 10 And Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.
· Used to atone for sins, no matter the individual: Leviticus 4:2-3, 13-15, 22-23, 27-29:

· 2 Speak to the children of Israel, saying: “If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and does any of them,

· 3 if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him offer to the LORD for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering.”
· 13 Now if the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally, and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done something against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which should not be done, and are guilty;

· 14 when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, and bring it before the tabernacle of meeting.

· 15 And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD. Then the bull shall be killed before the LORD.”

· 22 When a ruler has sinned, and done something unintentionally against any of the commandments of the LORD his God in anything which should not be done, and is guilty,

· 23 or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a male without blemish.

· 27 If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally by doing something against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and is guilty,

· 28 or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, then he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed.

· 29 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill the sin offering at the place of the burnt offering.

Trespass Offering

· Similar to the sin offering is the trespass offering: Leviticus 5:1-7:

· 1 If a person sins in hearing the utterance of an oath, and is a witness, whether he has seen or known of the matter -if he does not tell it, he bears guilt.

· 2 Or if a person touches any unclean thing, whether it is the carcass of an unclean beast, or the carcass of unclean livestock, or the carcass of unclean creeping things, and he is unaware of it, he also shall be unclean and guilty.

· 3 Or if he touches human uncleanness-whatever uncleanness with which a man may be defiled, and he is unaware of it-when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty.

· 4 Or if a person swears, speaking thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil or to do good, whatever it is that a man may pronounce by an oath, and he is unaware of it-when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty in any of these matters.

· 5 And it shall be, when he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has sinned in that thing;

· 6 and he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin.

· 7 If he is not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD, for his trespass which he has committed, two turtledoves or two young pigeons: one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering.
· Rules of the Trespass Offering: Leviticus 7:1-7:

· 1 Likewise this is the law of the trespass offering (it is most holy):

· 2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the trespass offering. And its blood he shall sprinkle all around on the altar.

· 3 And he shall offer from it all its fat. The fat tail and the fat that covers the entrails,

· 4 the two kidneys and the fat that is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, he shall remove;

· 5 and the priest shall burn them on the altar as an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a trespass offering.

· 6 Every male among the priests may eat it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy.

· 7 The trespass offering is like the sin offering; there is one law for them both: the priest who makes atonement with it shall have it.

· What are the differences between Sin and Trespass Offerings?

· Sin Offering deals with sins done in ignorance while the Trespass Offering deals with known sins.

· The Sin Offering has to do with the fact that man has a sinful nature, while the Trespass Offering is for sinful acts.
· The Trespass Offering apparently requires restitution where the Sin offering does not: Leviticus 6:2-5:

· 2 If a person sins and commits a trespass against the LORD by lying to his neighbor about what was delivered to him for safekeeping, or about a pledge, or about a robbery, or if he has extorted from his neighbor,

· 3 or if he has found what was lost and lies concerning it, and swears falsely-in any one of these things that a man may do in which he sins:

· 4 then it shall be, because he has sinned and is guilty, that he shall restore what he has stolen, or the thing which he has extorted, or what was delivered to him for safekeeping, or the lost thing which he found,

· 5 or all that about which he has sworn falsely. He shall restore its full value, add one-fifth more to it, and give it to whomever it belongs, on the day of his trespass offering.
Peace Offering

· Rules for Peace Offerings: Leviticus 7:11-18:

· 11 This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which he shall offer to the LORD:

· 12 If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer, with the sacrifice of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, unleavened wafers anointed with oil, or cakes of blended flour mixed with oil.

· 13 Besides the cakes, as his offering he shall offer leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offering.

· 14 And from it he shall offer one cake from each offering as a heave offering to the LORD. It shall belong to the priest who sprinkles the blood of the peace offering.

· 15 The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day it is offered. He shall not leave any of it until morning.

· 16 But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offers his sacrifice; but on the next day the remainder of it also may be eaten;

· 17 the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day must be burned with fire.

· 18 And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten at all on the third day, it shall not be accepted, nor shall it be imputed to him; it shall be an abomination to him who offers it, and the person who eats of it shall bear guilt.
· Peace offering could include grain or animals.

· Peace-offerings were usually private sacrifices.
· 3 kinds of peace-offerings:

· Thank-offering – a response to acts of divine beneficence.

· Votive-offering – prompted by a feeling of gratefulness at the fulfillment of a petition (vow).
· Free-will offering – has the characteristic of being completely voluntary; not so much in the gratitude of a happy experience, but more of a moment of spontaneous piety.
Grain Offering

· Rules for the Grain Offering: Leviticus 2:1-3:

· 1 When anyone offers a grain offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. And he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it.

· 2 He shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests, one of whom shall take from it his handful of fine flour and oil with all the frankincense. And the priest shall burn it as a memorial on the altar, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD.

· 3 The rest of the grain offering shall be Aaron's and his sons'. It is most holy of the offerings to the LORD made by fire.
· The rest of the chapter discusses the variations of grain offerings.

· Portions usually placed on top of the Burnt Offerings.

· Primarily used to thank God for the crops that have grown.
Wave Offering

· Handled by the priests: Exodus 29:22-25:

· 22 Also you shall take the fat of the ram, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys and the fat on them, the right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration),

· 23 one loaf of bread, one cake made with oil, and one wafer from the basket of the unleavened bread that is before the LORD;

· 24 and you shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons, and you shall wave them as a wave offering before the LORD.

· 25 You shall receive them back from their hands and burn them on the altar as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma before the LORD. It is an offering made by fire to the LORD.
· Wave offering are peace-offerings that are waved above the head.
Heave Offering

· Sometimes as part of a sacrifice for the altar, most times it was a donation to the wealth to be used for the community (e.g. – the temple), whether “from the heart” or compulsory.
All Point to Christ!
· Why all of the sacrificing?
· The sacrifices of animals, especially for the Sin and Trespass Offerings, point to a basic human requirement. Many don’t realize what this is.

· God requires your obedience: Deuteronomy 6:17: You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, His testimonies, and His statutes which He has commanded you.
· When you fail to do so, what happens? You sin!

· The Law defines for us what sin is: I John 3:4: Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.
· Law added because of sin: Galatians 3:19: What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator.
· Sin = DEATH: Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· The Passover lamb is a sacrifice that points to the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. Jesus Christ is our Passover Lamb that takes away our sins: I Corinthians 5:7: Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.
Conclusion

· Animal sacrifices were a mechanism that God allowed mankind to use to grant a temporarily reprieve from the penalty of sin.
· It substituted you as the recipient of punishment for your sin!

· It was not God’s will that we sin or have the need for sacrifices: Psalms 51:16: For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering.
· It also pointed to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ to take away the penalty of sin that each one of us is deserving of: Hebrews 7:26-27:
· 26 For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens;

· 27 who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people's, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.

· Accept Jesus Christ’s death for the remission of your past sins, and accept God’s grace to save you from eternal death! Ephesians 1:7: In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.
