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Introduction 

· The question of New Moons came up recently by someone I know in God’s Church.

· This individual has pressed the point that the Church should observe, and even celebrate these events, without much explanation as to why.

· While there are references to New Moons in your Bible, are we required to celebrate them, acknowledge them, or just ignore them?
What is a New Moon?
· Exodus 12:2.
· The idea of a month as a unit of time was not new, nor was the idea of how to determine its start.
· Different interpretations: “conjunction” (modal – “birth”) or “first crescent”.

· Occur on different days.

· Bible does not tell us which method was used by Moses and the Israelites to determine 1st day of month.
· Ancient astronomers could calculate the moon’s complete cycle.

· Israel also used calculations to determine the timing of the molad to declare of the first day of the new month.
· The dark “invisible” moon can last between 1½ and 3 days, depending on the time of day that the conjunction occurs, before you will actually see a portion of the moon again.
· Some today believe sighting of “first crescent” is the New Moon.
· Problems in observation with the naked eye (very difficult, if not impossible, at times).
· The Levites calculated the calendar and New Moons.

· They then announced it to the whole of Israel.

· It was used to confirm timing of annual Holy Days.

· Authorities in Jerusalem continued to declare the New Moons even after the Babylonian captivity. They based this declaration on both observation (looking for the first crescent) and calculation.
New Moon Instructions in the Bible

· First reference in the Bible:

· Numbers 10:1-10.

· Note the creation of two silver trumpets:
· Call Israel to the tabernacle.

· Call leaders of the tribes.

· Sound general movement of the tribes.

· Alert for war.

· Proclaim “… the beginning of your months ...”

· Numbers 28 and 29 gives instructions tabernacle offerings. There are some for New Moons: Numbers 28:11-15, 29:1-6.
· This was obviously speaking of a specific New Moon (Trumpets).

· Confirmed later by Solomon: II Chronicles 8:12-13.
· Outlines both offerings and ceremonies.

· Note also (except for Feast of Trumpets) no instructions to abstain from work or convene a holy convocation, like the annual Holy Days.

· New Moons not listed as “feasts of the LORD” in Leviticus 23, which includes the weekly Sabbath and annual Holy Days.

· No evidence that the New Moon was ever treated as Holy Day or Sabbath day.

· No reference to a New Moon celebration during the time of Christ.
David and Jonathan
· David and Jonathan: I Samuel 20:1-5, 18-19.
· How did David know the next day was the New Moon, unless it was previously calculated?

· What was significant about “3 days”?

· Apparently a custom of the King Saul to have a special meal on the New Moon.
· Nowhere is this custom commanded or explained scripturally.
· No indication that this was a nationwide festival being observed.

· It could have been a special “family feast on the New Moon” that David was expected to attend. This is all we know.

· Perhaps Saul invited David to a peace offering meal on the New Moon:
· Numbers 10:10 (read earlier).
· Peace offerings had to be eaten either on the day they were sacrificed or on the next day: Leviticus 7:15-18.
· Eating the peace offering after 2 days could explain why David wanted to “hide in the field until the third day”.
Other OT References
· Levitical priesthood duties included sacrifices on the New Moons at the time of David: I Chronicles 23:27-32.
· Solomon mentions New Moons in context with the temple construction and worship: II Chronicles 2:4, II Chronicles 31:3.
· Note Solomon distinguishes a difference between each type of celebration and observance (morning and evening sacrifices for New Moons).
· People may have used the occasion of a New Moon to seek guidance of the prophets (story of the barren Shunammite woman who Elisha prophesied would bear a son, who then died of a head injury): II Kings 4:22-23.
· New Moons mentioned at the time of Ezra: Ezra 3:5.
· Nehemiah mentions the creation of a temple tax: Nehemiah 10:32-33.
· These references show the observation of New Moon ordnances were in force long after the law was established.

Possible Abuses of New Moons?
· Was Amos telling us that the New Moon was a commanded non-work day? Amos 8:4-6.
· What could this possibly mean?

· People would come to the temple for the sacrificial ceremony, as they did for the daily sacrifices. During the time of Amos there were obvious limitations on merchandising, although there are no scriptural instructions concerning avoiding work.

· The only detailed instructions we have concerning many ancient customs are contained in the Talmud (oral traditions), but not the Bible.

· We know God repeatedly chided Israel for adhering to the ritual aspects of the temple, yet neglecting the spiritual meaning: Isaiah 1:2-4, 12-15, Hosea 2:11.
Blowing of the Trumpet

· Important event on each New Moon was the blowing of a trumpet (mentioned earlier): Psalm 81:3.
· This has been used to support the observance of New Moons as monthly Sabbaths.
· Note it says the “solemn feast day” is at the full moon.

· Most likely speaking of Feast of Trumpets and Feast of Tabernacles.

New Moons in the New Testament

· Only one NT reference to a New Moon, after the death of Christ: Colossians 2:16-17.
· Were people in Colosse holding some kind of New Moon observance?

· Proper understanding of this chapter shows this was related to instructions for the Colossians, not to allow the ascetics of the community to judge the saints.

· What’s addressed is judging in the manner of “eating” and “drinking,” not the observance of days.
· Many NT verses that uphold the proclaimed OT “appointed festivals”. Not so for New Moons.

Future of New Moons
· Prophecy indicates that during the Millennium New Moons will be recognized: Isaiah 66:23, Ezekiel 45:17 (speaking of a future temple), Ezekiel 46:1, 3, 6.

· Reinstitution of the Levitical priesthood will revive the sacrificial system. Note Ezekiel Chapters 40-48. It will include recognition of New Moons.
Conclusion
· There is no biblical establishment of New Moons as a holy day.
· Man cannot declare a day holy nor can he make a day unholy that God has made holy.

· God give us a stern admonition not to add or take away from God’s commands: Deuteronomy 12:32.
· God has given us seven annual Holy Days and the weekly Sabbath for assembly and community worship.
· The best purpose of the New Moon is that of a tool to mark time, to properly recognize the Holy Days.
