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Introduction

· Opening Verse: Matthew 4:4

· Chance to visit friends in VA one Christmas Day.

· She got a very large Bible from her mom for Christmas.

· She attends a Sunday-keeping church (led by a homosexual priest), but says she’s really a Buddhist (originally a Catholic).

· Most Christians believe Christmas, Easter and Sunday worship are bedrock foundations of their faith.

· Before our “politically correct” society took hold, we had “blue laws” (especially in the South), attempting to enforce Sunday as a rest day by closing work and commerce; no shopping (retail, groceries, etc.). 

· This is not totally out of the minds of some.

· From Der Spiegel Online, December 2, 2009: “Under pressure from Catholics and Protestants, Germany’s highest court has ruled that Sunday should be kept as a day of rest and has overturned a Berlin law easing restrictions on Sunday shopping. Most German newspapers on Wednesday welcomed the ruling, some for reasons of religion and tradition, others out of a concern for workers’ rights”.

· From our viewpoint, we see that God gave laws to Ancient Israel for their benefit and others who would listen and follow them.
· There are some in God’s church today ask about the need to continue practicing some of those laws (e.g. – Annual Holy Days).

· A rational response might be:

1. Were they proclaimed previously?

2. Are there any instructions to discontinue observing them?
· A more detailed investigation will help us understand:

1. Not only why God instructed their observance previously,
2. But also why they are applicable now, if we look to their spiritual application.
· Question – Did Ancient Israel understand the meaning behind the Holy Days they were told to observe?

· There is a fuller explanation of the meaning of each of the Holy Days if we look to the NT writings.
God’s Feasts
· Note that Ancient Israel was primarily an agrarian society.

· God used the seasons of the year and their associated harvests to help His people understand His plan for man’s salvation.

· God set aside feast days to be observed, as something special: Leviticus 23:1-2:
· 1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
· 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘The feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts.’”
· The annual feast days to be announced by the church leaders: Leviticus 23:4:

· 4 These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at their appointed times.
· We have methods to determine in advanced, when these days will occur (e.g. – published Hebrew calendar, regular cycles, time divisions down to ⅓ of a second).

· God describes 3 seasons for the Feasts: Exodus 34:22-23:

· 22 And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year's end.

· 23 Three times in the year all your men shall appear before the Lord, the LORD God of Israel.
Weekly Sabbath

· The weekly 7th Day Sabbath is a regular observance, unique in many ways to the other holy days: Leviticus 23:3:

· 3 Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.
· It occurs every week; every 7 days, no matter what!
Passover

· The Passover is celebrated in the spring of the year, as the 1st Feast observance: Leviticus 23:5:

· 5 On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD'S Passover.
· The Passover lamb, without blemish, was to be set aside on the 10th day of the 1st month: Exodus 12:1-7:

· 1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,

· 2 “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.

· 3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth day of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household.

· 4 And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man's need you shall make your count for the lamb.

· 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats.

· 6 Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.

· 7 And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it.

· The blood of the lamb was to be protection for the people. The reason was to be passed over for the death of the 1st born: Exodus 12:12-13:
· 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.’”
· 13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
· Later, rules for sacrifices were established that would temporarily atone for sins of the individual/nation.
· We, along with many in mainstream Christianity, see this sacrificed animal as a representation of Jesus Christ, the perfect Passover Lamb.
· John the Baptist understood that Jesus Christ was the Lamb of God: John 1:29:

· 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
· Jesus Christ was w/o blemish or spot: I Peter 1:17-19:
· 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;
· 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,
· 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
· Paul understood that Jesus Christ is our Passover: I Corinthians 5:7:
· 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.
· Christ knew He would be crucified as the Passover lamb: Matthew 26:1-2:
· 1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His disciples,
· 2 “You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”
· Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient for all: Hebrews 10:10-13:
· 10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
· 11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.
· 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,

· 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.
Unleavened Bread

· The week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread: Leviticus 23:6-8:
· 6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened bread.
· 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no customary work on it.
· 8 But you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD for seven days. The seventh day shall be a holy convocation; you shall do no customary work on it.
· This week-long alteration in our behavior represents the struggle to change to become perfect before God: James 1:2-4:
· 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
· 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.

· 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
· We look to remove the leavening (sin) form our lives.

· Christ’s sacrifice is applied to us at the start of our trials and, if we slip, to take away sins we will incur later, if we repent and apply His sacrifice for us: Romans 6:8-10:
· 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

· 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.

· 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

· The Last Day of Unleavened Bread indicates the conclusion of your preparation: Ecclesiastes 7:1:
· 1 A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of one's birth.
· We meet the 1st and last days of that 7-day period, indicating the start (at baptism) and conclusion of our earthly trial to purge sin from our lives.
Wave Sheaf

· There’s a tie between Unleavened Bread and Pentecost that most people overlook.

· Wave Sheaf offering (of the winter barley crop): Leviticus 23:9-11:
· 9 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

· 10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest.

· 11 He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.’”

· Wave Sheaf of the Firstfruits (symbolic of Jesus Christ’s presentation to His Father): John 20:15-17:
· 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”

· 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).

· 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’”
· Jesus Christ is the 1st of the Firstfruits: I Corinthians 15:20:

· 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Pentecost

· Also called the Feast of Weeks and Feast of Harvest (of the winter wheat).

· Count 50 days from the Wave Sheaf: Leviticus 23:15-16:
· 15 And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed.

· 16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the LORD.

· Most think of this day as the start of the NT church and when the Holy Spirit was given to the masses – both true.

· Look also to the presentation of 2 loaves made to God: Leviticus 23:17, 20:
· 17 'You shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven. They are the firstfruits to the LORD.

· 20 'The priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.

· We will be presented to the Father:  II Corinthians 4:14:
· 14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you.
· We will be married to Jesus Christ:
· Romans 7:4:

· 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another – to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.
·  Revelation 19:7-9:
· 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.

· 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

· 9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

Trumpets

· The spring/early summer feasts represent our salvation.

· The next feasts represent the salvation of the rest of mankind.

· Feast of Trumpets: Leviticus 23:23-25:
· 23 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

· 24 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a Sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.

· 25 You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.’”

· Trumpet blasts were used for several reasons, as outlined in the OT.

· One use was for the announcement of war!

· Jesus overviewed His return: Matthew 24:27-31:
· 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

· 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.

· 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

· 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

· 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

· Day of the Lord: Joel 2:1-11:
· 1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORD is coming, For it is at hand:

· 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, the like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, even for many successive generations.

· 3 A fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns; the land is like the Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness; surely nothing shall escape them.

· 4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds, so they run.

· 5 With a noise like chariots over mountaintops they leap, like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble, like a strong people set in battle array.

· 6 Before them the people writhe in pain; all faces are drained of color.

· 7 They run like mighty men, they climb the wall like men of war; every one marches in formation, and they do not break ranks.

· 8 They do not push one another; every one marches in his own column. Though they lunge between the weapons, they are not cut down.

· 9 They run to and fro in the city, they run on the wall; they climb into the houses, they enter at the windows like a thief.

· 10 The earth quakes before them, the heavens tremble; the sun and moon grow dark, and the stars diminish their brightness.

· 11 The LORD gives voice before His army, for His camp is very great; for strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it?
Atonement

· Day of Atonement: Leviticus 23:26-32:
· 26 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

· 27 “Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.

· 28 And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God.

· 29 For any person who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his people.

· 30 And any person who does any work on that same day, that person I will destroy from among his people.

· 31 You shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

· 32 It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate your Sabbath.”
· Sacrifices in the OT to allow us to atone for our sins: Leviticus 1:1-4:

· 1 Now the LORD called to Moses, and spoke to him from the tabernacle of meeting, saying,

· 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of the livestock-of the herd and of the flock.

· 3 If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD.

· 4 Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.’”
· These were temporary reprieves.
· God considers sin a serious matter!
· Remission of sins requires a blood sacrifice: Hebrews 9:22:
· 22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.
· The Father is looking to reconcile with mankind, as He has done for us: Psalms 103:10-12:
· 10 He (God) has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities.

· 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;

· 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
· After Jesus Christ and His army has defeated the governments of this world, symbolized by the Day of Trumpets, He starts the reconciliation of mankind to the Father, as symbolized by the Day of Atonement.

· It does not end there!
Tabernacles

· Feast of Tabernacles: Leviticus 23:33-36:
· 33 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

· 34 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD.

· 35 On the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work on it.

· 36 For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a sacred assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it.’”
· Also Called the Feast of Ingathering.
· Much larger harvest of multiple crop types (the summer crops).

· A reminder of our temporary existence as humans: Leviticus 23:40-42:
· 40 And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.

· 41 You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It shall be a statute forever in your generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh month.

· 42 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths.

· We will lose our earthy “house” (mortal body), but God has another “building” for us in heaven, which we await: II Corinthians 5:1-5:
· 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

· 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,

· 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.

· 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.

· 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

· This Feast (FOT) points to the Millennium, and beyond: Revelation 20:1-2:
· 1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

· 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.
Last Great Day

· 8th Day: Leviticus 23:36b, 39b:
· 36b On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a sacred assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it.
· 39b On the first day there shall be a Sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a Sabbath-rest.
· Those not in the 1st Resurrection (the firstfruits with Christ) who died before the start of the Millennium did not live again until after the 1,000 years: Revelation 20:5:
· 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.
· Ezekiel 37 speaks of the resurrection of Israel to a mortal existence.

· Jesus referenced this Last Great Day when He said He was the source of the Living Waters: John 7:37-39:
· 37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

· 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”

· 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
· People have forsaken God, the source of Living Waters: Jeremiah 2:13:
· 13 For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns-broken cisterns that can hold no water.
· In the future, the Living waters will become available: Zechariah 14:8:
· 8 And in that day it shall be that living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and half of them toward the western sea; in both summer and winter it shall occur.
Conclusion

· These are God’s Feasts, not man’s feasts: Leviticus 23:37-38, 44:
· 37 These are the feasts of the LORD which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire to the LORD, a burnt offering and a grain offering, a sacrifice and drink offerings, everything on its day-

· 38 besides the Sabbaths of the LORD, besides your gifts, besides all your vows, and besides all your freewill offerings which you give to the LORD.

· 44 So Moses declared to the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.
· They are just as valid today as they were 3,000+ years ago.

· Based upon an agrarian society, we can see how people could see how God’s plan would unfold.
· These days show God’s plan for mankind, whereas man made days (Christmas, Easter) prove nothing but the imagination of man, apart from God.
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