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Introduction
· Opening Verse: Matthew 22:14: “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
· Many people reflect, as they grow older, why they exist. This is nothing new.

· It brings up many age-old concepts about the very purpose of human life; “why am I here?”
· Some believe they are here as a result of an accident (Darwinism, evolution).
· Many others, through their religious beliefs, believe they have the answer:

· Christians: to either become “angels”, strumming harps in the clouds, gazing constantly at God, or eternal hellfire.

· Muslins: enter “paradise”, no more physical cares, or eternal hellfire.
· Reincarnation: rebirth in some other form.
· The ultimate reason for their existence is same as for yours.
· I mentioned this briefly last month; to become a child of the Living God!
Biblical People Ask the Question
· Job pondered the fate of man: Job 14:14:
· If a man dies, shall he live again?

· The write of Hebrews indicates a process after death: Hebrews 9:27:
· … It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.

· Paul adds information to the fate of man: Romans 6:23:
· For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· Note the two directions with respect to sin: death (the cessation of life) or life forever.

· Mainstream Christianity says otherwise, claiming you already have an immortal life; you have a soul which will live forever, either in heaven or in hell.

· But God's Word insists death and eternal life are two opposites! The one is final, the end of life!

· God's Word speaks of the punishment for sin as “the second death”: Revelation 20:13-15:
· 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.
· 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
· 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

· One thing is certain; man, along with every other creature will die: Ecclesiastes 3:19-20:

· 19 For what happens to the sons of men also happens to animals; one thing befalls them: as one dies, so dies the other. Surely, they all have one breath; man has no advantage over animals, for all is vanity.
· 20 All go to one place: all are from the dust, and all return to dust.
· But there actually is one difference: Ecclesiastes 3:21:

· Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth?

Image of God

· Perhaps one of the more overlooked concepts about God is that the creation of man was in His image: Genesis 1:26.

· 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”
· People believe that angels look like humans with wings. But the Bible describes these creatures differently: Ezekiel 1:4-12:
· 4 Then I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming out of the north, a great cloud with raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and radiating out of its midst like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.
· 5 Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had the likeness of a man.
· 6 Each one had four faces, and each one had four wings.
· 7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles of calves' feet. They sparkled like the color of burnished bronze.

· 8 The hands of a man were under their wings on their four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings.
· 9 Their wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when they went, but each one went straight forward.

· 10 As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a man; each of the four had the face of a lion on the right side, each of the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the face of an eagle.
· 11 Thus were their faces. Their wings stretched upward; two wings of each one touched one another, and two covered their bodies.
· 12 And each one went straight forward; they went wherever the spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn when they went.
· But what does God look like?

· No one has seen God (the Father): 
· John 1:18: No one has seen God at any time.

· John 6:46: Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from God; He has seen the Father.
· Seeing Jesus you see the Father:
· John 14:9: Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’”?
· Remember that man was made in God’s image: 

· Genesis 1:26: Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”
· Note that you are different from the other mammals; intelligence & reason, vs. instinct.
Children of God

· Did God just want to make beings that looked like Him? What purpose would that serve?
· More importantly is the knowledge that man can become a child of God: John 1:12-13:

· 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name
· 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
· How can this be done? You must be Born Again: John 3:1-3:

· 1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
· 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”
· 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
· Many believe that Born Again means that you confess Jesus and “believe on the name of Jesus Christ”. But believing that Jesus “is” is not enough; you must believe and follow what He says: James 2:19:
· You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe – and tremble!

· If believing Jesus is the Son of God was enough, then the demons are also Born Again.

· Becoming Born Again is being born to a different essence; you must become a spirit being: John 3:4-8:
· 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”
· 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
· 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
· 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.
· 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.
Christ is the Example

· Has anyone been “born of water and the Spirit” yet? Only Jesus Christ.

· Jesus Christ was the very first human being to be begotten of God: Colossians 1:15-17:

· 15 Who (Jesus Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature (Strong’s # 4416 “Prototokos”, first begotten or firstborn)

· 16 For by him were all things created (note – you can’t be the 1st created and also the creator of all things), that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him
· 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
· Jesus Christ was first human begotten of God, the first of the firstfruits: I Corinthians 15:20-23:

· 20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
· 21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
· 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
· 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.
· Jesus Christ’s life and death is the model toward life after human death: I Corinthians 15:13-14:

· 13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:

· 14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

· Jesus Christ said a resurrection of the dead was forthcoming: John 5:25, 28-29:
· 25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
· 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
· 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
· The Jews of Jesus’ day accused Him of blasphemy for claiming to be the Son of God and wanted to stone Him: John 10:27-36:

· 27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.

· 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.

· 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.

· 30 I and My Father are one.”

· 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.

· 32 Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?”

· 33 The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.”

· 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, "You are gods’?

· 35 If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken),

· 36 do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?

· Jesus referenced Psalms 82:6: I said, "You are gods, and all of you are children of the Most High.” (Strong’s #1121 “ben”, a son, one born of)

· We must understand that God is a family. There is one God (the God family) comprising more than one God Being. The God family from the beginning comprised two divine Beings; God the Father and God the Word: John 1:1-3:
· 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

· 2 He was in the beginning with God.

· 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

· “God” (Elohim, used in Genesis 1:1) is a Family term, meaning more than one! I was born into the “Bettinger” family. When we are finally born of God, we shall become members of the Divine family of God.

Becoming Children of God

· Right now you are now in the process of being Born Again: I Peter 1:22-23:
· 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
· 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever (NJKV).
· Compare KJV for verse 23: “Being born again”.
· Strong’s #313 “anagennao”, to beget.
· We have been begotten and are in the process of growing toward that birth as a Spirit being.

· Just as there is a 9-month gestation period to develop a human being, God uses a period of your human life as a gestation period to prepare you for life as a spirit being, to be trained, taught, put through trials and temptations, then finally born of God: I Corinthians 15:50-52.

· 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.
· 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed--
· 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
· Choices will need to be made in our lifetime. What are our priorities? Think of Jesus and the rich man in Matthew 19:16-17.
· We are qualifying (yes, we have to do something – work out your own salvation) be become His children: 

· Philippians 2:12: Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
Children of God – Then What?
· So, we become God’s children – then what?

· Note that, when the nations are subdued, Jesus Christ inherits all that was created, and will receive dominion over all things, including the entire vast universe: Hebrews 2:5-9:
· 5 For He (God the Father) has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels.

· 6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: “What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that You take care of him?

· 7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, and set him over the works of Your hands.

· 8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him.

· 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.

· The writer was referencing Psalms 8:3-6. Note verse 6: You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet.
· We are to be joint heirs with Christ: Romans 8:13-17:
· 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

· 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

· 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

· 16 The Spirit <itself> bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

· 17 and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
· We will reign with Christ as children of God!
· We will be lesser than Christ in authority, and subject to Him and our heavenly Father, but as coinheritors with Christ, we will receive dominion over all things, including the entire vast universe; dominion just as Jesus Christ.
Conclusion

· Almighty God is reproducing after His own kind!

· Just as our development as an embryo to a living, breathing physical human, we are now developing as a child of God: I John 3:1-2:
· 1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
· 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.
· We all have a choice; be a child of Satan (evil) or a child of God (righteousness):
· I John 3:10: In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.
· We are God’s children if we keep His commandments:
· I John 5:2: By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.
· Christ was the model for us to follow into that path of immortality as a son of God.

· You are called now; part of the firstfruits.
· Through this miraculous union, we become partakers of the divine nature of God: II Peter 1:2-4:
· 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,

· 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

· 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
· We need to overcome this world to be worthy to be called His son:

· Revelation 21:7: He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.
· To truly exercise dominion over all things requires the omnipotent power of God. We must be transformed into a spiritual son of God.
