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Introduction
· Opening Verse: John 3:16:
· For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
· Whether or not you are a Christian, this verse is quite familiar to people.
· Despite this, many people today look at the events of the past decade and question the future:
· Events of 9-11.
· Shootings of innocents (e.g. – VA Tech massacre, schools in Russia, even a COG Movement group).

· Earthquakes/tsunamis in Far East (Indonesia, Japan)
· Hurricanes across the southern USA.

· Worldwide economic conditions.

· One thing for sure; we’re all “conservative” in that we want things to stay the way we like them.
· Changes and upheavals make us uneasy.
· People wonder where it will all lead to.

· Jesus Christ foretold of a world on the brink of self annihilation: Matthew 24:21-22a:

· 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.
· 22a And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved.
· Many today see the evil that has reared its ugly head as a proof that God does not exist.

· They say “How could a loving God allow this to happen”?

· In the past 100 years or so, men such as Adolph Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Mao Tse-tung, and most recently, Usama Bin Laden, have kill multiple millions to bolster their vision of a proper governing authority on the earth.

· Looking at the direction we’re headed, is the destruction of all mankind our destiny?

· Fortunately no… for you see, “there is a plan”.

Inca Civilization
· In a border region of South America on the Argentine / Chilean border, a volcano known as Llullaillaco (lu-la-e-laco).

· At 22,110 feet, it is an impressive sight.

· Last eruption in 1877.

· It’s best known for its ties to ancient Inca civilization.

· 500 years ago in South America, the Incas were a thriving culture.

· The Incas were also a religious people.

· Incas often tolerated or incorporated the religions of the people they conquered.

· The Inca required tribute, especially before and after battle, to certain gods.

· Incas mostly valued the sun god.

· The Inca Empire was a theocracy in which the king, Sapa Inca, was the descendant of Inti, the sun god.

· To appease their “gods”, ritualistic human sacrifice was performed.

· Children and younger teenagers were set aside and prepared years before their sacrifice.
· Priests, as part of the early Spanish conquests, observed and recorded these events. They also protested.
· A decade ago, three mummified remains of sacrificed children were discovered.

· With this in mind: By the name of Jesus are you saved: Acts 4:10-12:

· 10 Let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.

· 11 This is the “stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.”

· 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

· What about those victims? Had they heard of the name of Jesus Christ?

· Discuss situation of your early conversion and “their tough luck?”

· It made me think. Especially in light of I Timothy 2:3-5:
· 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

· 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

· 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.

· Which way is it?
· People are very familiar with the opening verse (John 3:16), but how many know the verse 3 prior to it: No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.
· Acts 2:29: Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
· How does this fit in to people’s concepts?

· Fortunately… there is a plan.

God’s Challenge to Ancient Israel
· Many people see the God of the OT as a harsh, uncaring authoritarian.

· Israel was saved from slavery in Egypt.

· God gave to Israel the rules to abide by and the results of keeping them: Leviticus 26:3-13:

· 3 If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them,

· 4 then I will give you rain in its season, the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.

· 5 Your threshing shall last till the time of vintage, and the vintage shall last till the time of sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.

· 6 I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none will make you afraid; I will rid the land of evil beasts, and the sword will not go through your land.

· 7 You will chase your enemies, and they shall fall by the sword before you.

· 8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight; your enemies shall fall by the sword before you.

· 9 For I will look on you favorably and make you fruitful, multiply you and confirm My covenant with you.

· 10 You shall eat the old harvest, and clear out the old because of the new.

· 11 I will set My tabernacle among you, and My soul shall not abhor you.

· 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.

· 13 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves; I have broken the bands of your yoke and made you walk upright.

· God offered ancient Israel a utopia for obedience to His word.
· How many in the world are craving for such a situation.
· According to the World Bank, almost a billion people earn less than a dollar a day; and almost half the world’s population survive on less than $2 per day.

· Israel was to be the model for the rest of the world to see how it could be, if one would only obey the true God.

· But if you disobey God, He will work toward you life of hardships: Leviticus 26:14-21:

· 14 But if you do not obey Me, and do not observe all these commandments,

· 15 and if you despise My statutes, or if your soul abhors My judgments, so that you do not perform all My commandments, but break My covenant,

· 16 I also will do this to you: I will even appoint terror over you, wasting disease and fever which shall consume the eyes and cause sorrow of heart. And you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.

· 17 I will set My face against you, and you shall be defeated by your enemies. Those who hate you shall reign over you, and you shall flee when no one pursues you.

· 18 And after all this, if you do not obey Me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins.

· 19 I will break the pride of your power; I will make your heavens like iron and your earth like bronze.

· 20 And your strength shall be spent in vain; for your land shall not yield its produce, nor shall the trees of the land yield their fruit.

· 21 'Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not willing to obey Me, I will bring on you seven times more plagues, according to your sins.

· And it is described further, with ever increasing punishments.
· Note that God has an influence on all of this; good and bad. This was not just man’s influences, such as with the story of the Incas mentioned earlier.
· Note also that this describes physical life; here and now. It says nothing about a time beyond this life that people see and participate in.
· Many believe that all there is… is to experience your life on earth; from infancy to old age. Nothing beyond this life is available.
· So what does all of this have to do with eternal life?
· Fortunately… there is a plan.
Amalekites

· In the OT, the Amalekites were a people who came into contact with Israel often, and became troublesome as Israel journeyed toward the Promised Land, and later on.
· They originated from Esau (Jacob’s brother; Amalek was Esau’s grandson – see Genesis 36).

· The Amalekites attacked Israel – Exodus 17:8-14:

· 8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.

· 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.”

· 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

· 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.

· 12 But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

· 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

· 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.”
· God did not forget this act of the people of Amalek (through Moses): Deuteronomy 25:17-19:

· 17 Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt,

· 18 how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not fear God.

· 19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.

· Over the years Israel had other encounters with the Amalekites, including skirmishes with Israel’s first human king.

· At that time, the God of the OT (Jesus Christ) told King Saul to kill all the Amalekites; men, women & children, even the animals: I Samuel 15:2-3:
· 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt.

· 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.”

· As it turns out, Saul did not fully obey, and it was to his downfall.

· But think about what God told Saul to do; kill them all.

· Does this seem fair? What did the women, what did the little children have to do with the sins of their fathers and forefathers?

· Remember that “God wishes for all men to be saved and come to the truth”.

· How do these two apparently opposite concepts come together?

· Fortunately… there is a plan.

All Those Never Knowing of Jesus Christ

· What about all of the other billions of people who have never heard of the name of Jesus Christ:

· Living in remote locations.

· Babies never old enough to understand.

· The aborted babies (intentional or otherwise).

· Fortunately… there is a plan.

Our Current Situation
· Most people don’t understand why they were born.
· Many believe we are here by chance; a cosmic accident.
· Most don’t understand the nature of God and of His character.
· Many also believe that if God is truly the God of love and mercy, He would be bound by His own character and principles to prevent suffering in the world.
· The evil that God allows, and the tragedies He chooses not to prevent, leads many to question the wisdom, goodness and even existence of God.

· Some atheists cite the reality of evil as their trump card in the argument about the existence of God. Julian Huxley, one of the 20th century’s leading proponents of evolution, opined that the existence of evil “is a challenge to God’s moral character” (Religion Without Revelation,1957, p. 109).
The Plan

· So what is this plan?
· The plan, simply stated, is that God, in His own methodology, in His own timeframe, with pinpoint precision of a known outcome, is creating His family!
· The way in which He executes His plan are not the way most humans envision how God would do something.
· For instance, when Adam and Eve sinned, death of humans was introduced (or at least announced) as a consequence to their actions.
· They did not die immediately, but they would eventually die. But that was not the end for Adam and Eve.
· The example of Adam and Eve provide a critical element into the plan of God to reproduce Himself: free will.
· Humans have free will to make right and wrong decisions.
· With respect to God’s standards, most of the time humans will make the wrong decision.
Implementing the Plan
· If God’s plan to reproduce Himself, how well is the plan working.
· Many will look to the battle to “convert” people to Christianity as a measure of how successful God is.
· Who’s winning; God or Satan?
· But is this a fair assessment?
· Jesus wasn’t trying to save everyone He came across (use of parables): Matthew 13:10-15:
· 10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”

· 11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.

· 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

· 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

· 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive;

· 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their  ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’”

· More to the story, it references Isaiah 6:9-12:
· 9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.

· 10 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed.’”

· 11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered: “Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, the houses are without a man, the land is utterly desolate,
· 12 The LORD has removed men far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.

· For this world to fully appreciate that their ways of living are bogus, they will have to be brought to the brink of annihilation by their own hand (Matthew 24).

· God is not calling on the majority of the world at this time: John 6:44: No one can come to Me (Jesus) unless the Father who sent Me draws him.
· Even with that calling, few will find Him in this day: Matthew 22:14: For many are called, but few are chosen.
The Firstfruits

· Who are “the few”?
· They are called the Firstfruits.
· These are those who are called by the Father, and rather than ignoring or falling away from the calling (Parable of the Sower), they work with it, they grow in it, and are fruitful in it.
· These are those who, by their free will, choose to follow God by His standards, not man’s misguidance.
· They are willing to obey God at every turn, even in the face of personal loss or death.
· This free will choice also drives the development of the character that God expects of His saints.
· Your being here today indicates that God is working with you as one of the Firstfruits.
· God will not allow you to become a Firstfruit if your character cannot be developed now.

· Not a matter of how “talented” you are now, but your effort to make the most with what you have; some 5 fold, some 10 fold, some 50 fold.
· Called and chosen to a better resurrection (Hebrews 11:35).

· You are called not only to be a member of the family of God, but also a special member of high authority; to be a king and priest: Revelation 5:9-10:
· 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

· 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”

Conclusion

· But what about everyone else?

· This is only an overview of the first part of the plan.

· Revelation 20:5 tells us that the rest of the dead do not live again until a later time, after God establishes His kingdom on earth for 1,000 years, led by Jesus Christ and the Firstfruits.

· Those people died not being chosen, and perhaps not even being called earlier.

· They will be given a chance to learn of God’s ways, using their free will, to develop the character necessary, to enter God’s kingdom as a member of God’s family.

· Ezekiel 37:1-14 illustrates how Israel will be resurrected to physical life to start this new process.

· Isaiah 65:20 indicates that resurrected, physical humans will be given 100 years to live and learn.

· These include all who never were called to understand God’s ways; these include Hitler, Stalin, Mao, and even Usama bin Laden; they will be taught of their mistakes.

· As for you; continue to grow in God’s grace and mercy as you prepare to be one of the Firstfruits; and a member of God’s family, according to His plan.
