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Introduction 

· Opening Verse: Psalms 97:10.
· When I use the word “saint” what do you think?

· Are they special” people?

· In many ways, it’s not thought of strictly as a Christian term:

· May be used by many non-Christian groups (Muslims, Buddhists, etc.).

· However, that’s the group we normally associate saints with.
Attitude toward Saints
· Veneration of saints:

· Special act of honoring a dead person, practiced by the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic, Eastern Catholic Churches, Anglican Communion, and Lutheran Church.

· Often shown outwardly by respectfully bowing or making the sign of the cross before a saint's icon, relics, or statue. These items may also be kissed.

· According to the Catholic Church, divine worship is properly reserved only for God and never to the saints. Saints can be asked to intercede or pray for those still on earth, just as one can ask someone on earth to pray for them.

· Catholics:
· Thousands of saints.

· Assigned a special day of honor.

· Need to All Saints Day (November 1st).

· A saint may be designated as a patron saint of a particular cause or profession, or invoked against specific illnesses or disasters, sometimes by popular custom and sometimes by official assignment.
Catholic Canonization of Saints
· In Catholic tradition, a person who is seen as exceptionally holy can be declared a saint by a formal process, called canonization. This is a lengthy process often taking many years, even centuries.
· Steps:
· Investigation of the candidate's life.
· Report is given to area bishop for more study.
· Updated report sent to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome.
· If the application is approved, the person may be granted the title of “Venerable” (meaning “heroic in virtue”).
· Further investigations may lead to the candidate's “beatification” (recognition of a dead person's accession to Heaven with the capacity to intercede on behalf of individuals who pray in their name) and given title of “Blessed”.
· At a minimum, two important miracles directly associable are required to be formally declared a saint. These miracles must be posthumous.
· Finally, when all of this is done, the Pope canonizes the saint.
· Example – Mother Theresa:
· Progressing rapidly along the steps towards sainthood.
· Currently having reached the stage of having been beatified. She is now called “Blessed Mother Theresa”.
Too Many Saints?
· Over 50 named “St. Alexander”.

· 3 St. Theodota’s:

· #1:

· Feastday: September 29, 318.

· A one-time harlot who converted.

· Refused to obey the local decree of the local prefect for all citizens of Philipopolis to participate in the festival of Apollo.

· Hundreds of Christians followed her lead, and she was arrested and put to torture.

· After days of harrowing and imaginatively fiendish tortures, she was finally stoned to death.

· #2:

· Feastday: July 17, 735.

· Byzantine martyr, lady of Constantinople, modern Istanbul, Turkey.

· Martyred for hiding three icons from imperial officials during the Iconoclast period of Emperor Leo III the Isaurian.
· #3:
· Feastday: August 2, 304.

· According to dubious legend, she was a noblewoman slain at Nicaea (modern Turkey) with her three sons (one of whom was St. Evodius) by being hurled into a furnace.

· Reportedly was denounced by the local prefect when she refused his proposal of marriage.

Patron Saints
· From American Catholic Online, a few patron saints (some in the “A” category) are:
· Accountants: St. Matthew. 

· Actors: St. Genesius.
· Addicts: St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe.
· Advertising: St. Bernardine of Siena.
· African-Americans: St. Peter Claver, St. Martin de Porres, St. Benedict the African.
· AIDS patients: St. Peregrine Laziosi.
· Air travelers & Astronauts: St. Joseph of Cupertino.
· Alcoholics: St. Monica, Venerable Matt Talbot.
· Animals: St. Francis of Assisi.
· Archaeologists: St. Helen.
· Architects: St. Thomas the Apostle.
· Art: St. Catharine of Bologna.
· Artists: St. Luke.
· Astronomers: St. Dominic.
· Athletes: St. Sebastian.
· Attorneys: St. Raymond of Peñafort, St. Thomas More.
Eastern Orthodox Church
· A saint is defined as anyone who is in Heaven, whether recognized here on earth, or not.
· Includes all of the “good” humans, plus the angels and archangels.
· Sainthood does not necessarily reflect a lifelong moral model, but the communion with God (e.g. – the repentant thief who was crucified).
· Saints are usually first recognized by a local community, often by people who directly knew them.

· As their popularity grows they are often then recognized by the entire church.
· The formal process of recognition involves deliberation by a synod of bishops. If successful, this is followed by a service of “Glorification” in which the Saint is given a day on the church calendar to be celebrated by the entire church.
· This does not, however, make the person a saint; the person already was a saint and the Church ultimately recognized it.
Anglican Church
· Title of Saint refers to a person who has been elevated by popular opinion as a pious and holy person.
· Saints are seen as models of holiness to be imitated, and as one of a “cloud of witnesses” that strengthen and encourage the believer during his or her spiritual journey.
· The saints are seen as elder brothers and sisters in Christ. Official Anglican creeds recognize the existence of the saints in heaven. 

Protestant Church
· In many Protestant churches, the word “saint” is used more generally to refer to anyone who is a Christian.
· Some groups refer to “born again Christians” as a saint.
Mormon Church
· AKA - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

· Saints are all those who have entered into the Christian covenant of baptism.
· The qualification “latter-day” refers to the doctrine that members are living in the “latter-days”, before the second coming of Jesus Christ, and is used to distinguish the members of the Mormon Church, which considers itself the restoration of the ancient Christian church.
OT Explanation
· Saints used 98 times (KJV) in Bible. 36 OT, 62 NT.

· Look at the OT word used for “Saint” for a better understanding of the word.

· Job 5:1 (KJV): Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt thou turn?

· Job 5:1 (NKJV): Call out now; is there anyone who will answer you? And to which of the holy ones will you turn? 
· Saints (in OT) Strong’s #6944 qodesh (pronounced “ko'-desh”), from #6942; a sacred place, thing or person.

· #6942.  Qadash (pronounced “kaw-dash”) - a primitive root; to be declared or observed as clean (ceremonially or morally), make holy: consecrate, dedicate, hallow, prepare, proclaim, purify, sanctify. 
· Qodesh Used 382 times in OT, 36 as “saint”.

· Exodus 3:5 uses qodesh (Moses at burning bush) – for holy ground.

· What does “holy” mean? Set aside for a specific purpose or is different from all others.

· Exodus 12:16 – holy <qodesh> convocation.

· Exodus 15:11 – holiness.

· Exodus 15:13 – holy <qodesh> habitation.
· Exodus 16:23 – holy <qodesh> Sabbath.

· Exodus 22:31 – holy <qodesh> men.

· Exodus 26:33-34 – holy <qodesh> place and the most <qodesh> holy <qodesh> place.
· Exodus 28:2 – holy <qodesh> garments.

· Exodus 29:6 – holy <qodesh> crown.
· Exodus 29:33 – holy <qodesh> food.
· Exodus 30:24 – sanctuary <qodesh>.

· Exodus 30:25 – holy <qodesh> ointment. 
NT Explanation

· NT – Strong’s #40 hagios (pronounced “hag'-ee-os”) – sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially, consecrated): most holy (one, thing), saint.
· Used 219 times in NT.

· Like the OT, it’s used for “holy”.

· Matthew 1:18 – Holy <hagios> Spirit. Used most of the time.

· Holy things and places: Matthew 4:5, 7:6.

· Matthew 25:31 – holy <hagios> angels.

· Matthew 27:52 speaks of the saints <hagios> slept and have risen.

· Mark 1:24 – Jesus is called the Holy One <hagios> of God <theos>.
· Mark 6:20 – Herrod knew John the Baptist was a holy <hagios> man.

· Luke 1:49 – God’s name is holy <hagios>.

· Luke 1:70 – holy <hagios> prophets.

· Luke 1:72 – holy <hagios> covenant.

· Ephesians 3:5 – holy <hagios> apostles.

· I Peter 3:5 – holy <hagios> women.

· Romans 7:12 – law is holy <hagios>.

· Book of Romans speaks of the saints <hagios>.

Characteristics of the Saints:

· Are saints “pure” from the start? Psalms 106:16.
· God delights in His People (Saints): Psalms 16:3.
· The saints praise God’s Name: Psalms 30:4.
· The saints fear God: Psalms 34:9, 89:7.
· The Saints wait patiently for God: Psalms 52:9.
· Paul identifies members of the churches of God at Rome as “saints”: Romans 1:7.

· The saints have needs: Romans 12:10-13.

God has Plans for His Saints
· Expectation of the saints from God: Romans 12:1.

· We are to be holy <hagios> as Christ is holy <hagios>: I Peter 1:15-16 (cf – Leviticus 11:45-46).
· We are called to be a holy <hagios> priesthood and nation: I Peter 2:5, 9.

· Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints: Psalms 116:15.

· We are to return with Christ to conquer the earth.

· The holy saints will reign with Christ: Daniel 7:18, 21-22, 25-27, Revelation 20:6.

· Not only conquer, but the saints will judge the world: I Corinthians 6:2-3.
Conclusion
· From the Biblical writings, we can see that the saints are either: Jude 1:3
· Those living righteously now for God by following His laws and precepts, or
· Those who died doing the same and await their resurrection (not in heaven now).

· We strive to remain in the camp of the saints by following God and His Christ: Revelation 14:12.
· We are in the world, but not of the world: John 17:14-16.
· We are the community of saints. Help and encourage each other.
