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Introduction

· Recent encounter with a well dressed, young man (~30 years) in the Germantown Safeway parking lot.

· Not having a lot of time to speak with him, I asked him “What day has God told us to set aside for rest and the worship of Him”?

· He stumbled a bit, not knowing how he should answer me.

· I asked if the Sabbath was not that weekly day.

· He said he’d have to research that before he could answer me.

· Have you ever had a Jehovah’s Witness encounter? Maybe at your house?

· What did they talk about? Did they offer you literature?

· What does a Jehovah’s Witness believe?

· I’ll speak about some of the basics today.

Historical Timeline
· Historically, Jehovah’s Witnesses trace their roots for nearly century and a half.
· They started out humbly with a desire to prove their beliefs through a thorough review of the Bible.

· 1870: 18 year old Charles Taze Russell and others formed an independent group in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to study the Bible.

· During his ministry Russell disputed most of the creeds, doctrines and traditions of mainstream Christianity:

· Immortality of the soul.

· An eternal hellfire.

· A predestination of those to be saved.

· The doctrine of the Trinity.

· 1876: Russell and Nelson H. Barbour produced the book “Three Worlds”, which espoused: 
· Restoring God’s original plan for man with time prophecies.
· Dispensation periods, each ending with a “harvest”.
· That the Jesus Christ had invisibly returned in 1874, inaugurating the “harvest of the Gospel age”.
· That October 1914 would mark the end of a 2,520 year period called “the Gentile Times”, at which time the world society would be replaced by the full establishment of God's kingdom on earth.

· July 1879 – Russell began publishing the magazine “Zion's Watch Tower and Herald of Christ's Presence”, stating that its purpose was to demonstrate we were in “the last days” and that a new age of earthly and human restitution under the invisible reign of Christ was imminent.
· 1881 – Russell founded the Zion's Watch Tower Tract Society, incorporated it in 1884 as a non-profit business entity to distribute tracts and Bibles.
· 1895 – Russell encouraged congregation Bible study using his “Studies in the Scriptures” as a guide.
· 1908 – Watch Tower Society moved from western Pennsylvania to Brooklyn, N.Y.
· 1917 – After the death of Russell, Joseph Franklin Rutherford became the Watch Tower Society's next president after a disputed election.
· Soon after members of the Board of Directors accused him of acting in an autocratic and secretive manner.
· A major turnover of members resulted over the next decade. Many splinter groups were created. One in seven members left by 1919 and as many as 75% left before 1930.
· Rutherford released “The Finished Mystery” as a 7th volume of Russell’s Studies in the Scriptures series without prior approval of the board of directors. The book, largely written by two Bible students, was claimed to be the “posthumous work” of Russell.

· It strongly criticized Catholic and Protestant clergy and Christian involvement in WWI. As a result, Watch Tower Society directors were jailed for sedition under the Espionage Act in 1918 and Watch Tower Society members were subjected to mob violence; the charges against the directors were later dropped in 1920.
· Rutherford began centralizing organizational control of the Watch Tower Society:
· 1919 – Each congregation was appointed a director from the Brooklyn headquarters.
· 1920 – All members were instructed to report their preaching activity weekly.
· 1922 – New emphasis was made on house-to-house preaching.
· 1918 – Rutherford made significant doctrinal changes, including that many Jewish patriarchs such as Abraham and Isaac would be resurrected in 1925, marking the beginning of Christ's thousand-year reign (Rutherford bought a mansion and car for their usage).

· 1931 –Rutherford announced a new organizational name; Jehovah's Witnesses, based on Isaiah 43:10, chosen to distinguish his group of Bible Students from other independent groups that had severed ties with the Watchtower Society.

· 1932 – Rutherford eliminated the system of locally elected elders.

· 1932 – Rutherford taught that a separate class of members would live in a paradise restored on earth.

· 1935 – New converts to the movement were considered part of the “earthly class”, whereas previously membership had generally believed they would be resurrected to live in heaven to rule over the earth with Jesus Christ.

· By 1933, the timing of the beginning of Christ's “presence”, his enthronement as king in heaven, and the start of the “last days” were each moved to 1914.

· 1942 – Following Rutherford’s death, Nathan Knorr was appointed as 3rd president of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society.

· 1961 – Knorr commissioned a new translation of the Bible, the “New World Translation” of the Holy Scriptures.

· Knorr's presidency was also marked by an increasing use of explicit instructions guiding Witnesses in their lifestyle and conduct, and a greater use of congregational judicial procedures to enforce strict moral codes.

· From 1966, Witness publications and convention talks built anticipation of the possibility that Christ's thousand-year reign might begin in late 1975 or shortly thereafter. The number of baptisms increased significantly, from about 59,000 in 1966 to more than 297,000 in 1974, but membership declined after expectations for the year was proved wrong.

· Watch Tower Society literature did not state dogmatically that 1975 would definitely mark the end, but in 1980 the Watch Tower Society admitted its responsibility in building up hope regarding that year.

· The offices of elder and ministerial servant, previously abolished, were restored to Witness congregations in 1972, with appointments made from headquarters (and later, also by branch committees).

· 1976 – The power of the Watch Tower Society president was diminished, with authority for doctrinal and organizational decisions passed to the Governing Body.

· Current membership now in the millions worldwide.
Organizational Hierarchy
· Jehovah's Witnesses are organized in a hierarchical arrangement, what they call God's “visible organization” on earth.

· Jehovah's Witnesses believe that God uses an organization both in heaven and on earth, and that Jehovah's Witnesses, under the direction of their Governing Body, are the only visible channel by which God communicates with humanity.

· The organization is claimed to be theocratic; “ruled from the divine top down and not from the rank and file up”.

· Witnesses teach that people must choose between God’s organization and Satan’s (earthly government).

· Watch Tower publications teach that the Bible is an “organizational book” that does not belong to individuals and that the Bible cannot be properly understood without guidance by “Jehovah's visible organization”.

· The organization is headed by a 7 member, all-male, appointed “Governing Body”; all of whom profess to be of the “anointed” class with a hope of heavenly life.

· Each congregation has a body of appointed unpaid male elders and ministerial servants.

· Elders maintain general responsibility for congregational governance, including creation of “judicial committees” to investigate and decide disciplinary action for cases that are seen as breaching their doctrines.

· New elders are appointed by branch offices after recommendation by the existing body of elders.

· Witnesses undergoing baptism (by emersion) are required to publicly confirm that they are associating themselves with “God's spirit-directed organization”, thereby submitting themselves to its direction and judicial system.

· Watch Tower publications urge Witnesses to demonstrate loyalty to the organization without dissent, even at the cost of family ties.

· Loyalty to the organization is said to require full involvement in public preaching and regular meeting attendance.

· Over time, there has been descent (at all levels); in 1980 a major purge at the highest levels of the organization occurred after claims of “wrong teachings” occurred when “new understanding” was presented.
Doctrinal Beliefs (www.watchtower.org):

· Summary of those we’re familiar with or can understand:

· The Bible is God’s infallible, inspired Word, upon which we base all our beliefs. Some portions of the Bible are to be understood figuratively, or symbolically.
· Jehovah is the name of the only true God, the Creator of all things. As such, he is worthy of our worship and devotion. His outstanding qualities are love, justice, wisdom, and power. Prayers are to be directed only to Jehovah through Jesus Christ.
· Jesus is the Son of God. He came to earth from heaven and gave his perfect human life as a ransom sacrifice. His death (on a stake and not a cross) and resurrection made salvation to eternal life possible for those exercising faith in him as the one and only sacrifice necessary. Jesus never claimed equality with God and thus is not part of a Trinity. (John 10:30: I and My Father are one).
· Death is a result of sin inherited from the first man, Adam, who chose to disobey God. The original sin was not sexual relations but was the deliberate disobedient act of eating of “the tree of the knowledge of good and bad.” The dead are conscious of nothing. In the future, God, through Jesus Christ, will resurrect the dead.
· Jesus is God’s appointed Judge who determines what each one’s future will be. Those judged righteous will be given everlasting life on a paradise earth. Those judged unrighteous will not be tormented but will die and cease to exist. Humans are not responsible for this judgment, nor will they be involved when God takes action to remove all wickedness from the earth. (Revelation 5:10: And have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth, and  I Corinthians 6:2-3: Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?)
· Christ set the example that must be followed in serving Jehovah.

· The earth will never be destroyed or depopulated but will become a peaceful paradise (Revelation 21:1: Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea).
· Others that need a little more explanation:

· Christ is God's Son and is inferior to Him.

· Christ was first of God's creations.

· Christ's presence is in spirit.

· Only a little flock of 144,000 spiritual sons of God go to heaven and rule with Christ.

· A Christian ought to have no part in interfaith movements.

· A Christian should keep separate from the world.

· Jehovah’s Witnesses recognize the legitimacy of no governmental authority, since they believe all earthly authority is of Satan. They will not (considering each a form of idolatry):

· Serve in the military.

· Salute the flag.

· Say the Pledge of Allegiance.

· Sing a national Anthem.

· Vote.

· Run for office.

· Serve as officials of labor unions. 
· Jehovah’s Witnesses do not collect tithes; only donations of the membership.
· A Christian should celebrate traditional Christian holidays, such as Christmas and Easter. Additionally, they are not to celebrate birthdays, Valentine's Day, Mother's Day, Father's Day, or other unbiblical celebrations.
· Taking blood into body through mouth or veins violates God's laws.
· A clergy class and special ecclesiastical titles are improper.

· Baptism by complete immersion symbolizes dedication.

· Sabbath observance was given only to Israel and ended with Mosaic Law.
· Jesus Christ is now ruling as King of God’s heavenly Kingdom, which will soon bring peace to the entire earth. It is the heavenly Kingdom for which Jesus taught all his followers to pray.
Additional Beliefs

· Additional beliefs:

· Emphasis on use of the name Jehovah (in English) for God, based on the Tetragrammaton. Witnesses rarely speak of “God” without prefacing the term with the name “Jehovah”. 

· Biblical references to the archangel Michael and the Word all refer to Jesus Christ.
· Since 1936, Jehovah's Witnesses have rejected the idea that Jesus died on a cross.
· From October 1, 1914, Jesus Christ was appointed by God as the king and judge of His kingdom in Heaven. He “invisibly” returned to the earth at that time.
· Satan and his demons were cast down to earth from heaven, at which point the end times began.

· Human society today is influenced but not directly controlled by Satan and his demons.
· Sometimes wicked angels (demons) pretend to be spirits of the dead, and this deception is the basis for many beliefs about ghosts.

· Exactly 144,000 “special” Christians will be resurrected to spirit life and go to heaven to rule with Jesus as kings and priests over earth, but the vast majority will be resurrected to physical life to paradise on the earth.

· Witness publications teach that God's kingdom is a literal government in heaven, ruled by Jesus Christ and 144,000 Christians drawn from the earth.
· Only Jehovah's Witnesses meet scriptural requirements for surviving Armageddon, but that God is the final judge.

· During the millennium, most other people who died since the time of Abel and prior to Armageddon will be resurrected with the prospect of living forever. They will be taught the proper way to worship God in order for them to be ready for their final test before the end of the millennium (when Satan is released).

Significance of 1914
· 1914 marks the restoration of God's rule over earth after being halted for 2,520 years since 607 BC, the date they assign to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians (most believe this occurred in 586 BC).
· They claim this to be Jesus’ focal point in His ministry on earth and that He is now the invisible king of that kingdom in heaven since 1914. He is perceived only by “signs”.

· They base this belief on an interpretation of the Greek word parousia as meaning “presence” rather than “coming” as it’s usually  translated in the Bible.

· They believe Jesus Christ’s “presence” refers to a period of unknown duration rather than a moment of arrival.

· In 1918, Christ resurrected those of the 144,000 that died prior to that point. The remainder will be resurrected after their death, prior to the start of the Millennium.
1975
· In addition to the before mentioned 1925 prediction that OT patriarchs would be resurrected, another date of significance came and went; 1975, and Armageddon.

· Based on the belief that man has 6,000 years to rule themselves, and that Adam was created in 4,026 BC, this led to the year 1975 as the end time Armageddon.

· This was made with a doctrinal claim that it would occur during the lifetime of millions of people who were alive during 1914 to see.

· In 1995, they rescinded this doctrine.
Membership
· To be considered a Jehovah’s Witnesses one must proclaim extreme loyalty not only to God, but to His “chosen group”. 

· Individuals undergoing baptism must affirm publicly that dedication and baptism identify them “as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in association with God's spirit-directed organization,” though Watch Tower publications say baptism symbolizes personal dedication to God and not “to a man, work or organization.”

· Watch Tower publications emphasize the need for members to be obedient and loyal to Jehovah and to “his organization”, stating that individuals must remain part of it to receive God's favor and to survive Armageddon.

· Watch Tower publications state that acceptable service to God can be rendered only through that organization and that members should remain submissive to the religion's leaders and to local congregational elders.
Doctrinal Control
· Doctrines of Jehovah's Witnesses are established by the Governing Body, which assumes responsibility for interpreting and applying scripture.

· Watch Tower Society publications claim that doctrinal changes and refinements result from a process of progressive revelation, in which God gradually reveals His will and purpose, and that such enlightenment results from the application of reason and study, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and direction from Jesus Christ and angels.

· The leadership then provides “divine guidance” to the lay-membership of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

· They claim the entire Protestant canon of scripture as the inspired, inerrant word of God.

· They consider the Bible to be the final authority for all their beliefs, although differences seen between the Bible and Watch Tower Society publications indicate that the latter carries more weight in their practices.

· The religious practices of Jehovah's Witnesses make no provision for members to criticize or contribute to official teachings and all Witnesses must abide by its doctrines and organizational requirements.

· Witnesses are directed not to study the Bible independently from its publications or to read any other religious literature.

· Adherents are told to have “complete confidence” in the leadership, avoid skepticism over Watchtower teachings and “not advocate or insist on personal opinions or harbor private ideas when it comes to Bible understanding”.
Worship
· Meetings for worship and study are held at Kingdom Halls, which are functional in design and contain no religious symbols.

· Witnesses are assigned to a congregation near their residence and attend weekly services referred to as “meetings”, as scheduled by congregation elders.

· These meetings occur typically on Sundays and mid-week, for a total of about 3½ hours.

· Meetings are largely devoted to study of Watch Tower Society literature and the Bible. The format of the meetings is established by the religion's Brooklyn headquarters, and the subject matter for most meetings is the same worldwide.

· Congregations within a defined geographical area (called a “circuit”) will meet once a year for a one-or-two day assembly.

· Several circuits meet once a year for three-day “district conventions”, usually at rented stadiums or auditoriums.

· The most important and solemn event for Jehovah’s Witnesses is the commemoration of the “Lord's Evening Meal” (i.e. – NT Passover or Lord’s Supper”).
Evangelism

· The most recognized aspect of Jehovah’s Witnesses is their door-to-door preaching.

· Free home Bible studies are offered to people who show interest in their beliefs, which they present with the aid of books, brochures and magazines, including The Watchtower.

· Some literature is available in more than 500 languages.

· The goal of the encounters is to leave the literature for the prospective convert to read, and possible follow up.

· Witnesses are told they are under a biblical command to engage in public preaching.

· They are instructed to devote as much time as possible to their ministry. Witnesses will typically spend 60-100 hours each month in their evangelizing work.
· They are required to submit an individual monthly “Field Service Report”.

· Baptized members who fail to submit a report every month are referred to as “irregular” and may be counseled by elders.

· Those who do not submit a report for six consecutive months are referred to as “inactive”.
Ethics and Morality
· Beliefs reflect conservative Christian values:

· Sex outside of marriage is forbidden.

· Abortion is considered murder.

· Modesty in dress & grooming is frequently emphasized.

· Gambling, drunkenness, illegal drugs, and tobacco use are forbidden.

· Drinking of alcoholic beverages is permitted in moderation.

· Family structure is patriarchal. The husband is considered the final authority on family decisions, but is encouraged to solicit his wife's thoughts and feelings, as well as those of his children.
· Divorce is discouraged, and remarriage is not permitted unless a divorce is obtained on the grounds of adultery.

· Extreme physical abuse, willful non-support of one's family, and what the religion terms “absolute endangerment of spirituality” are considered grounds for legal separation.

· Formal discipline is administered by congregation elders.
· When an allegation of “serious sin” is made concerning a baptized member, a judicial committee is formed to determine guilt, provide help and possibly administer discipline.

· Members may be disfellowshipped (the strongest form of discipline administered).

· Contact with disfellowshipped individuals is limited to direct family members living in the same home, and with congregation elders who may invite disfellowshipped persons to apply for reinstatement.
· A disfellowshipped Witness may attend Kingdom Hall, but he is not allowed to speak to anyone, and no one may speak to him. The others are to act as though he or she no longer exists. This applies even to his family, who may only communicate with him as much as absolutely necessary.

· Members who formally resign (“disassociate”) are also shunned.

· Reproof is given formally by a judicial committee to a baptized Witness who is considered repentant of “serious sin”.

· Marking is practiced if a baptized member persists in a course of action regarded as a violation of Bible principles but not a “serious sin”.
NWT Bible

· As mentioned earlier, nearly 50 years ago the Watchtower Society commissioned a translation of the Bible; the New World Translation.
· Jehovah's Witnesses prefer to use the New World Translation of the Bible.
· They use the terms “Hebrew” and “Christian Greek” scriptures rather than “Old” and “New” Testaments to avoid implication that the Old Testament is outdated or inferior.
· They believe that the Hebrew Scriptures (OT) contain prophecy that was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and that the books of the Christian Greek Scriptures (NT) are primarily directed to the 144,000 chosen by God for life in heaven.

· However, there are many verses that are translated which are biased in favor of Witness practices and doctrines.
· Insertion of the name Jehovah 237 times in the New Testament; it does not appear in the extant Greek manuscripts. Watch Tower Society publications have said the name was “restored” on a sound basis, particularly when New Testament writers used the Greek Kyrios (Lord) when quoting Old Testament scriptures that contained the Tetragrammaton.
· Errors:

· John 1:1 is the most infamous error:
· NKJV: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
· NWT: In [the] beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.
· Preexistence of Jesus in John 8:58:
· NKJV: Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”
· NWT: Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to YOU, Before Abraham came into existence, I have been.”
· Use of brackets to add translator-inserted words, as in  Colossians 1:16-17:
· NWT: Because by means of him all [other] things were created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible and the things invisible, no matter whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things have been created through him and for him. Also, he is before all [other] things and by means of him all [other] things were made to exist.
· NKJV: For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
· They believe that the Father created the Son, and the Son created everything else.

What the Bible Says

· Understanding the previously cited NWT errors is only a start in addressing the incorrect differences in what Jehovah’s Witnesses believe, and why.

· We are admonished in I Thessalonians 5:21: Test (prove) all things; hold fast what is good.
· We are to search the scriptures for that proof (speaking of the Bareans): Acts 17:11: These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.
· The claim that Jesus Christ did not always exist can be seen in John 1:1-2: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
· If Jesus and Michael are the same being, then how do you reconcile the fact that Jesus rebuked Satan and Michael could not?

· Jude 9: Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”
· Mark 9:25: When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!”
· Additionally, the Father has not put the world into subjection of angels, but He will with Jesus Christ:

· Hebrews 2:5: For He (God) has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels.
· Luke 1:31-33: And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.
· Jesus Christ will not come again in silence; the entire world will know it! Revelation 1:7: Behold, He (Jesus Christ) is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.
· The claim that the OT laws are abolished, especially the Sabbath and the Holy days, is completely without foundation. Matthew 5:17: Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.
Conclusion

· We need to be ready to answer Jehovah’s Witnesses in their beliefs, just as the apostles 2,000 years ago answered the incorrect doctrines of their age.

· While we can see the Jehovah’s Witnesses are zealous for God as they understand Him, they are in error.

· Their error can best be seen by a statement of the apostle Paul in Romans 10:2-3: For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.
· The next time you encounter a Jehovah’s Witness, keep this in mind; they are just one more deceived group in need of the truth.

· Only God can provide to them His truth through the opening of their minds by the Holy Spirit.
