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Introduction

· Billions of professing Christians.
· Most celebrating Good Friday, Easter.
· Most follow a pattern that does not please God.
· Those people would be very surprised that God is not pleased.
· They are very sincere about what they do.

· They are reluctant to change.

· Others (non-Christian) don’t want to listen either.
Witnessing to Others
· Visit my Mother every year before I go to the FOT.
· Spoke to her about the resurrection of Christ not being on Sunday.
· Also spoke about the references to the “Day of the Lord”.
· Talks about Christmas and how I would not help Lynne with the tree.

· Spoke to Houman about dietary laws.
Examples from Ancient Israel
· People may say “if I see it with my own eyes I’ll believe”.
· Ancient Israel saw God at Horeb (Sinai) give the 10 Commandments: Exodus 20:18-22. 

· What did God require of the people: Deuteronomy 10:12-17.
· It was not for Israel alone: Deuteronomy 29:9-15.

· Ancient Israel said they would obey God after Moses read the Book of the Covenant: Exodus 24:7.
· Think of Aaron and the molten calf – yet he was made High Priest.

· Why a calf?

· God would still work with him.

· Solomon was in God’s favor at first: I Kings 3:5-14.
· Solomon eventually failed: I Kings 11:1-6.
· Sometimes people learn from the mistakes of others (e.g. – Kings of Judah), and sometimes your own interests take over (e.g. – Jeroboam).

· All kings of Israel (after the split) were bad to one extent or another.

· Some kings of Judah were good, although limited in effectiveness (e.g. – removal of the high places).

· Some kings of Judah were very good, attempting to follow God wholly (e.g. Hezekiah, Josiah), while in between them Manasseh was unbelievably evil (although he later repented and started to follow God).

· Example of Judas Iscariot (he started out as an Apostle).

· On the other hand, look at the example of Ruth: Ruth 1:16-17.

Do We Have the Needed Tools?

· Does the Bible have the needed information to please God? II Timothy 3:16.

· Does the information apply to all mankind, or just a small portion? II Peter 3:9.

· Are we willing to trust God and His word, what we have now, to follow Him in faith now?

· Warning from God to avoid the “false gods” influence from others by marrying them: Deuteronomy 12:28-33.

· Talk about the origins of the Christmas traditions (Mithraism, etc.).

· Easter traditions.

Is The Message Being Hidden?
· Use of parables by Jesus (not to make clear to the masses): Matthew 13:10-17.

· Are the people ready to understand?

· Most people won’t listen: John 12:37-43.

· “Believe in” vs. “believe” (faith).

· The Gospel is blinded to the unbeliever: II Corinthians 4:3-5.

· Satan and hid ministers have fooled the masses: II Corinthians 11:13-15.

· God will allow you to falter if you will not follow Him: Romans 1:22-32.

Is God Accessible?
· Interesting verse: Many are called, but few are chosen: Matthew 22:14.
· Is God losing the race with Satan to convert people?

· Access to the Father is through Jesus Christ: John 14:6.
· God the Father starts the process: John 6:44.
· Alert – God is not calling everyone now!
· God is calling you now!: I Peter 2:9-10.

Total Commitment Needed
· Not a part time job to truly follow God.

· How easy it is to fall away.

· Not being totally committed will allow further slippage (a little leaven). I Corinthians 5:6.
· Example of rich man asking Christ about eternal life: Luke 18:18-27.

· Follow the straight path (leading to life)!

· Apostle Paul thought he was on the right path, and had to be woke up.

· Job’s self righteousness.
Why Do You Get It?

· A veil of misunderstanding is removed when we trust in Jesus Christ: II Corinthians 3:12-16.

· God uses the foolishness of this world: I Corinthians 1:18-21.

Conclusion
· Review yourself with the Bible (seeing through a clouded glass).

· Follow God, not men: I Corinthians 2:5-7.

· We are called of God at this time to prepare us for a great calling, not because we are something special, but because God can work with you now!
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